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Introductory Notes

August 2009
Dear Reader,

The Theological Research Report is directed toward the interests and needs of Christian Sabbatarians and will present in-depth reviews, critiques, exegesis and original research of various theological topics including but not limited to church history, church government, history of church finance, covenant theology, historical prophetic fulfillments, Biblical chronology, Biblical archaeology, Sabbatarian liturgy, the Hebrew Calendar, healing and principles of spiritual growth.

Last month’s issue focused on the early years of the ministry of Herbert W. Armstrong and his association with the Stanberry and Salem conferences of the Church of God Seventh Day. As related in the previous issue,  the events that took place during his association with the Salem Conference (1934-1938) motivated him to write his 1939 article on church government, “Did Christ Reorganize The Church?” In this article he explains the biblical definition of the church, the mission of the church, and  the biblical manner of church organization and church finance. 
This issue of the Report reviews his doctrinal beliefs from 1934 to 1939 and documents the  change that took place in his understanding of the biblical practices when his association with the Salem Conference was terminated.  The next issue will document the progression of events that took place in the 1940’s which led to the 1948 Constitution and By-Laws of the Radio Church of God. This legal incorporation was a 180-degree turn from his 1939 article. 
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I hope this material will help you to better understand the biblical teachings concerning the church that Jesus Christ founded and the mission that He gave to His church, and that you will apply this understanding in your daily walk with God.

Sincerely,

Carl D. Franklin
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In the early years of his ministry, H.W. Armstrong believed that the biblical form of government was hierarchical in nature. Accordingly, he joined hands with A.N. Dugger in 1934 and became part of the ministerial hierarchy in Dugger’s new church organization.
By 1934, Mr. Armstrong had accepted appointment as one of “the seventy,” a group of ministers and church leaders who were charged with “the message for the last days.” 
Note: The Salem organization was built on the premise that it re-established Scriptural organization: a board of twelve set the spiritual tone of the Church; the body of seventy was to be the “elite” of the ministerial staffs [and] the “seven” were charged with the financial oversight of the operation (Re: Herbert W. Armstrong, Church of God Seventh Day, Denver, Colorado).
Mr. Armstrong took his charge as one of “the seventy” very seriously as he believed that the time of Christ’s return was near. Accordingly, he directed all his energies into a ministry of radio evangelism in the hope of reaching the greatest number possible with “the message for the last days.” However, his evangelistic work suffered a severe setback when his ministerial credentials were revoked by the Salem Conference in 1938. 
A letter from the files of the General Conference of the Church of God Seventh Day, located in Denver, Colorado reveals the reason for this event: 

…Mr. Armstrong began to take an outspoken view on his understanding of British Israelism and the Hebrew feasts. The brethren encouraged him to present to the ministerial body as a whole his views on those subjects, rather than to continue preaching and promoting most forcefully his personal position.

It was at Detroit, Michigan that Mr. Armstrong's material on the Hebrew festivals was presented. The ministerial body gave full treatment to the positions of Mr. Armstrong and a majority rejected the doctrine as unscriptural. But Mr. Armstrong was most insistent and continued to present his viewpoints in an antagonistic manner.

So, in 1938 the Salem organization revoked Mr. Armstrong's credentials. Official records show the doctrinal dispute to be the reason for the severance.
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The sudden loss of his position and his paycheck led Mr. Armstrong to question the administrative and financial structure that the Salem Conference had instituted. In studying the New Testament writings, he learned that the New Testament churches were not governed by a strong central administration but functioned independently. This new understanding of Scripture led to a dramatic change of perspective as illustrated by his vehement condemnation of centralized  church organizations in his February  1939 article on church government.

Herbert W. Armstrong’s writings in the years from 1934 to 1939 enable us to trace his views of the church, the mission of the church, government in the church, and how the work of the church is financed. Let us examine these early publications.
Year
1934

In the first issue of The Plain Truth magazine, published in February 1934, Mr. Armstrong wrote the following (p. 5). Note that his radio broadcast was the equivalent in Mr. Armstrong’s mind of actual church services. In fact, the early broadcasts were patterned after a typical church service of that part of Oregon.

The Plain Truth. Published, the Lord willing, the first of each month, in conjunction with the services of the RADIO CHURCH OF GOD, broadcast each Sunday morning at 10 over KORE, Eugene, 1420 kilocycles.  Editor, Herbert W. Armstrong. Sent free to all who send in name and address, as the Lord provides.
Mr. Armstrong wrote the following editorial regarding the mission of the church in this first issue of The Plain Truth: 
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In these anxious days of stress, turmoil and strife; of revolution and economic collapse; of war and fear of war; of confusion before a bewildering onslaught of creeds, dogmas, fables and false teachings, The PLAIN TRUTH makes its humble and modest appearance.

The PLAIN TRUTH comes with a definite mission. It comes in a sincere effort to help lead those who honestly are hungering and thirsting after righteousness out of this modern era confusion of tongues, and into the TRUTH as it is in Christ Jesus.
Mr. Armstrong also wrote the following regarding church finance in the February 1934 issue (p. 5):
The PLAIN TRUTH….Sent free to all who send in name and address, as the Lord provides. Extra copies for distribution, 10 for 40 cents, 25 for $1, 100 for $5. Address communications to the editor, or the Radio Church of God, KORE, Eugene.

QUESTION: How can we “lay up treasures in heaven? Mat. 6:20. ANSWER: See I Tim. 6:17-19. See also Mat. 19:21: “If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and GIVE TO THE POOR, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me.” When we do good unto others, thus fulfilling the law of Christ, we lay up for ourselves treasures in heaven.

Whereas giving to the poor was the focus in the first issue of The Plain Truth, within a few months the emphasis shifted to tithing to the ministry. Mr. Armstrong wrote the following in his article “God Prospers the Tither!” in the August 1934 issue of The Plain Truth:
How to figure the tithe—especially for the farmer or business man. Here are God’s PROMISES to prosper the tither, and concrete modern examples of how He has done it! Here is HELP for the man in debt or out of a job!
Are you behind financially? In debt? Your faithfulness in tithing and offerings may be the reason! 
You are in the position of a steward handling that which belongs to another. He is your silent partner, and the first tenth, in addition to offerings is His share.  
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And since, in the New Testament, Paul points to the Old Testament teachings regarding tithing and says “EVEN so hath the Lord ordained that they that preach the gospel should live of the gospel,”(I Cor. 9:14), this same METHOD of figuring the tithe is in force in the New Testament. 

Some will say, “I never tithed, and I know God never frowned on me, for I have the witness in my heart that I am His child.” God has blessed you according as you have YIELDED to Him according to the light He has revealed to you, from His Word! While you have the light, WALK it in [sic], lest darkness come upon you! (John 12:35, 6). GROW in grace and the KNOWLEDGE of our Lord.” (II Pet. 3:18). See also Rom. 11:22, and Acts 17:30, and John 14:15. If every professing Christian would accept this plain instruction from the Lord, honoring HIM instead of themselves with their substance, the work of the Lord would go forth with such mighty power that the world [would] be shaken to its foundations. Seek ye FIRST the Kingdom, and material needs shall be ADDED. Try it. Take God at His Word! PROVE HIM! (Mal. 3:10). See how you begin to prosper! Be a faithful steward, make God your PARTNER! Receive His BLESSING! God’s work is waiting upon YOU!
Mr. Armstrong interpreted I Corinthians 9:14 as “plain instruction from the Lord” to practice the Old Testament laws of tithing. It is evident that he believed these laws required tithing on gross income as he wrote that “the first tenth” belongs to God. If he had understood how tithing in the Old Testament was practiced, he would have realized that is not what God commanded. God’s instructions for tithing were given to the Israelites of old when they inherited the land of Canaan, which God had promised to their forefather Abraham. They were commanded to tithe all the “increase” that the land produced for them. The “increase” was the portion of grain that was left after they had set aside enough for seed for the next harvest and enough to feed their households and stock until the next harvest. (In modern terms, the tithe of the increase would be the equivalent of a capital gains tax.) One tenth of the increase was given to the Levites who served at the tabernacle (later the temple). The Levites in turn gave a tenth (tithe) of their portion to the priests who served at the altar. This was done each year with the barley harvest and the wheat harvest. In like manner, the grape harvest was tithed in the form of wine and the olive harvest as oil (Deut. 14:22-23).
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The tithes were given to the Levites during the annual festivals that God had instituted, which coincided with the harvest seasons. This was practiced in six years out of seven. After six years of tithing, the seventh year was proclaimed as a sabbatical year, in which there was neither sowing nor reaping (Lev. 25). As there was no harvest that year, there was no increase to tithe to the Levites.

Has there ever been a church that practiced this manner of tithing? Is there any church that would even consider a tithing law that would require them to save enough in six years to survive the seventh year with no income? No church today has attempted to follow this practice, nor is it necessary to do so.
The Old Testament tithing laws were instituted to support the tabernacle/temple service performed by the priests and Levites. These laws ended with the destruction of the temple, which signified the end of the Old Covenant. Paul’s words in I Corinthians 9:14 do not apply to the tithing laws of the Old Testament but to the instructions of Jesus Christ to His disciples when He sent them to preach the gospel (Mat. 10:9-11, Luke 9:2-4; 10:4-7). As the Gospel accounts show, support for the servants of Jesus Christ who are preaching the gospel is to be provided by those who are receiving the Word and are being fed spiritually. However, there is no scriptural support whatsoever for teaching tithing on gross income. God has never required this.

In teaching tithing to “the work of the Lord,” it is evident that Mr. Armstrong was referring to his personal evangelism through radio broadcasting as he wrote the following in the November 1934 issue of The Plain Truth (p. 10): 

We ask every reader to STAND WITH US IN PRAYER, and also in tithes and offerings, that this program of Bible evangelism may go forth with multiplied POWER during 1935. 
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In the same issue, Mr. Armstrong wrote the following regarding the definition of the church (p. 7):
And in Romans 8:9, Paul tells us plainly that unless the Spirit of God dwells IN us, we are none of Christ’s! We become Christ’s then, when the Holy Spirit comes INTO us! And when we are Christ’s we are then into the body of Christ, the church. Therefore, it is the receiving of the holy Spirit which plunges us, immerses or places us into the Church. And this immersion into the Church BY the Holy Spirit the Scriptures call “the baptism with, or by, the Holy Spirit.”  

Although Mr. Armstrong did not yet understand the biblical manner of church government, as evidenced by his embracing the hierarchical government of the Salem Conference in that same year, he clearly understood the biblical definition of the church. 
Year
1935
Mr. Armstrong wrote the following in the March 1935 issue of The Plain Truth regarding church finance (p. 3):
The Plain Truth. Published in conjunction with the RADIO CHURCH OF GOD, broadcast Sunday mornings at 10 o’clock, over KORE, Eugene, Oregon, 1420 kilocycles.  Editor, Herbert W. Armstrong. Sent free as the Lord provides, to all who send name and address requesting it. Supported by the tithes and free-will offerings of those who desire to help spread the Message.
In the same issue, Mr. Armstrong wrote the following definition of the church (p. 10): 
What IS the Church?
So few seem to understand God's great Plan! Very few seem to understand what the CHURCH is, and its object and purpose.
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The Church is NOT the Kingdom! The Church is the "saints" and the saints, or the Church, will take over and possess the kingdoms or governments of this world AT CHRIST'S COMING.
"Church" means "called-out ones." Christ never instructed His Church to go out into the world, take part in its affairs and reform it. The Scriptures teach that Satan is the King and the Prince of this world. (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11). And so Jesus said, "My kingdom is not of this world," (John 18:36). And He has called us to "come out from among them and be SEPARATE, saith the Lord." (II Cor. 6:17). Jesus' last prayer for His Church was "They are not OF the world, even as I am not of the world." (John 17:16). Instead of reforming the present evil world, which is Satan's kingdom, and which is now DOOMED, Christ calls us to a life of SEPARATION from this world, its plans, and its ways. He is calling us to prepare, thru Christian living, to be kings and 
priests with Him in HIS king​dom, which shall soon SMASH the present systems to pieces!

"If my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight," said Jesus, (John 18:36). He did not send us to fight in this world's affairs. He set us an example, and He took no part in the government or plans, or ways of the world. His Kingdom is NOT of this world, but at the time of His coming, John in vision, hears it proclaimed, "The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign forever and ever." (Rev. 11:15).

Mr. Armstrong also defined the mission of the church in the March 1935 issue of The Plain Truth:
Our commission, found in II Timothy 4:2, is to PREACH THE WORD OF GOD, and Jesus, the coming king of that kingdom.

Mr. Armstrong further amplified the mission of the church in the July 1935 issue of The Plain Truth magazine: (p. 3). 
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The message for the careless, the indifferent, whether church member or unconverted is found in Luke 13:3, and in John 8:23, 24: Jesus is speaking: “I tell you, Nay: but, except ye REPENT, ye shall all likewise perish.” “Ye are from beneath; I am from above: ye are of this world; I am not of this world.  I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe NOT that I am He, ye shall die in your sins.” REPENTANCE and FAITH!! These are the two conditions! 

This early message was a call to repentance from sin and conversion to a life of obedience to God. This was the message that Jesus had committed to His followers before His ascension to heaven (Mat. 28:19-20).

Mr. Armstrong wrote the following regarding church finance in the July 1935 issue (p. 4):
The Plain Truth. A Magazine of Understanding….Editor, Herbert W. Armstrong. Sent free as the Lord provides, to all who send name and address requesting it. Supported solely by the tithes and free-will offerings of those who desire to help spread the Message.

Due to financial difficulties and equipment failure, The Plain Truth was not published between July 1935 and January 1938. 
Year

1938
Mr. Armstrong wrote the following editorial regarding the mission of the church in the March 1938 issue of The Plain Truth (p. 4):
We live today in a Babylon of confusion. Hundreds of denominations, each teaching a different creed. The PLAIN TRUTH comes as a magazine of UNDERSTANDING to help those who honestly hunger and thirst after righteousness out of this modern confusion, into the knowledge of TRUTH.
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Solomon was wise when he asked for UNDERSTANDING! But he would have been wiser, had he asked for something else!

There is one thing that is even more important -- a thing that is still more rare. That thing is LOVE!

It does make a difference what we believe. It is the TRUTH that shall make us free. But, "though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and ALL KNOWLEDGE . . . and have not CHARITY, I am nothing!"

Can you have LOVE, in patience and kindness, toward the one with whom you disagree? If you can't, you'll never repel error or find TRUTH. Why do people argue, strive, quarrel, over differences of belief? That is not the way into truth. Rather it confirms one in his error, until he comes to BELIEVE a lie. "Hereby know we the spirit of TRUTH, and the spirit of error. Beloved, let us LOVE one another . . ." (I John 4:6-7).

Stop and think a moment. The one great barrier that separates professing Christians into denominational bundles -- that keeps them apart -- that promotes rivalry, hatred, and causes continued new splits and divisions -- is this insane insistence that the other fellow must see "eye to eye" on every little point of doctrine! The one chord that binds together each little denominational bundle is the identical thing that has caused every split and division that ever took place between brethren -- DOCTRINE! As long as DOCTRINE is employed as the basis for church unity, every so called "church" will continue to suffer strife, division and separation into more divisions.

And yet each denomination firmly believes that it, and it alone, is God's one and only TRUE CHURCH! And they think they base their claim on solid Bible evidence, the same as YOU probably think about YOURS! So many assume that salvation hinges upon such an organization connection and whether you accept its creed!

But Jesus said differently. "By THIS shall all men know ye are my disciples, IF YE HAVE LOVE one to another!" Why can't we have it? Lacking that LOVE for those who see some points a little differently, we lack also the SPIRIT which alone can guide us into the TRUTH. 
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The inspired Word says we must "GROW in grace and in KNOWLEDGE," (II Peter 3:18). We fear there is still so much we all have yet to learn, that each can afford to have charity for those who see some things differently.
God's Word must tell the truth when it says we now "see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know IN PART," etc. And again, we shall all "see eye to eye WHEN the Lord shall bring again Zion" -- or, as the marginal rendering says: "when the Lord returneth to Zion," (Isaiah 52:8). Then the earth shall be FULL of the knowledge of the Lord (Isaiah 11:9).

We do not mean to imply that whatever a man believes is right, or that it makes no difference so long as we have love. Freedom must come thru the TRUTH, but -- catch this! -- the TRUTH can come only thru LOVE! Love is the first fruit of the Spirit who guides us into Truth. When love is lacking, the Spirit has fled. LOVE comes FIRST!

Beyond doubt you will read things in the PLAIN TRUTH which conflict with what you have believed. If The PLAIN TRUTH cannot bring you something you did not know before, or correct you where you were wrong, it will have failed in its mission. Its real value to YOU lies in how much correction and added knowledge it brings.

And so, we ask, do as the Bereans were commended for doing with Paul. Read, study, without prejudice. Then search the Scriptures whether these things are so! (Acts 17:10-11). Then write us if you still disagree, and let us study it together in LOVE.
Why can't those who profess to be God's children have kindness, gentleness, and LOVE toward each other. Let us open our hearts to God's LOVE, and then we can have PEACE with our minds opened for God's TRUTH.
In emphasizing the need for love, Mr. Armstrong made it clear that love does not negate the need for sound doctrine based on the Word of God. He was simply endeavoring to encourage openmindedness when reading doctrinal material and a peaceable approach when discussing the Scriptures. Bear in mind that at this time he had been undergoing censure by the Salem Conference, which disagreed with his doctrinal beliefs concerning the “Lost Tribes of Israel” and the biblical holy days.
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It is evident that by April 1938 his association with the Salem Conference had been severed as he wrote the following in the April issue of The Plain Truth (p. 2):
The Plain Truth is purely a work of FAITH, The RADIO CHURCH OF GOD is a work of FAITH, We are not connected with any denomination or organization, and have no means whatsoever for financing this great work, except to trust our heavenly Father to impress His people to send in tithes and liberal offerings, that the Gospel may be given, without charge, to all who will listen or read.
With the loss of his salary from the Salem Conference, his pleas for financial support from his readership became more urgent.

Mr. Armstrong wrote the following regarding financing the mission of the church in the May-June 1938 issue of The Plain Truth (p. 4):
And surely all who are awake to the SERIOUSNESS of this time, will be filled, too, with a compassionate burden that OTHERS may be warned, and will do all possible, even at great sacrifice, to HELP spread the warning message. The harvest is plenteous but the laborers are FEW. I need fellow-laborers to help with their means. Let us put our united efforts into the work of the Lord with new and burning zeal. God’s Message MUST GO FORTH!

God’s PLAN for financing His work is thru the TITHES and free-will OFFERINGS of His children. We believe God expects every Christian to take active part in spreading the Gospel to others. And we know of no place where your tithes and offerings can more effectively serve the Lord than in helping publish The PLAIN TRUTH, and to carry on The RADIO CHURCH OF GOD, reaching a hundred thousand souls every week….it is YOUR PART in spreading the true Gospel to OTHERS!
Every dollar to carry on this great work must come by FAITH in answer to believing prayer. There is a plenteous harvest, but the laborers are SO few!! We ask every believer to PRAY with us that the Lord will send forth MORE LABORERS into His vineyard, helping with tithes and offerings, that every bill may be paid!! 
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Note that the emphasis is on God sending more laborers into the vineyard to help Mr. Armstrong preach the gospel by sending tithes and offerings. Mr. Armstrong’s statements in this article make it clear that he viewed Christ’s commission to preach the gospel as his personal responsibility, limiting the children of God to the responsibility of financial support for his work.  This is his view of how God’s children take an “active part in spreading the gospel.” 
However, the New Testament shows that preaching the Word is not reserved exclusively for ministers. A good example is found in Acts 8, which records the activities of the church at Jerusalem after Stephen was martyred: “And at that time there was great persecution against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles….Therefore they that were scattered abroad went everywhere preaching the word” (vs. 1, 4). This record in the book of Acts shows that the commission that Jesus delivered to the twelve apostles was not for them only but for all disciples of Jesus Christ. 
Mr. Armstrong also misapplied Christ’s sending His disciples to preach to the descendents of Abraham. He wrote the following regarding the mission of the church in the May-June 1938 issue of The Plain Truth (p. 2):
We would know, too, that Jesus, naturally commanded His disciples to go to the people to whom He turned after His own, the Jews rejected Him. And SO He did. Notice His commission to His twelve: “And when He had called unto His twelve—these twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into the way [of] the Gentiles and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not. But GO RATHER TO THE LOST SHEEP OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL” (Mat 10:1, 5-6).
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But what of the ministers and evangelists since Peter‘s time? Have they obeyed our Lord’s commission to search out, to seek and FIND the LOST House of Israel, and to carry the Gospel to them? This commission applies to the entire ministry—of the Church dispensation, because in His final commission to His disciples, regarding the New Testament ministry, Jesus said: ‘‘Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you” (Mat. 28:19-20). He had commanded them, “Go to the lost sheep of the House of Israel”
But have the ministers and evangelists sought out the Lost Sheep of the House of Israel? Have they located them, and carried the Gospel to them?
Mr. Armstrong focused on Christ’s commission in Matthew 10 as though it was the primary commission. He states later that the gospel had not been preached for over eighteen hundred years. He believed that from the time of the original apostles to his day, the “Lost Tribes of Israel” had not been sought out and preached to. This became his mission—to seek them out and preach the gospel to them.

Mr. Armstrong’s belief was a result of misinterpreting the  “lost sheep” of Israel as the “lost tribes” of Israel. The Gospels record that Jesus was sent to “the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Mat. 15:24-26). During His ministry on earth, descendants of all the tribes of Israel were dwelling in cities throughout the land of Judea. In Matthew 10 Christ commanded his disciples to preach to their fellow Israelites because He had been sent by the Father to bring salvation to these descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, who, like lost sheep, had strayed from God’s covenant with their forefathers (Isa. 9:1-2; 53:6). The disciples did not go to all nations at that time, but only to Israelites who were living in the cities of Judea (Mat. 10:23, Luke 9:6).  
Mr. Armstrong misinterpreted Jesus’ commission in Matthew 10 because he placed it in the wrong time frame. He states that the commission was given after Jesus was rejected by His people. This time frame is contradicted by many passages in the Gospel accounts. After the commission was given, Jesus drew a crowd of many thousands who followed Him into the wilderness (Mat. 14:13-21). The parallel account in the Gospel of Luke 
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confirms that this event took place after the commission in Matthew 10 was given (Luke 9:2-6, 10, 14).
These Gospel records clearly show that Jesus had not been rejected by His people when he sent His twelve apostles to the “lost sheep” of Israel. Although the religious leaders persecuted Him and desired to arrest him, they were deterred by the crowds of people who were attracted by His message. After the people of Jerusalem rejected His message and had Him crucified, the apostles preached to Israelites from other lands who had gathered at Jerusalem for the Feast of Pentecost (Acts 2). The gift of salvation was offered to them first to fulfill God’s promise to Abraham (Acts 3:25-26). 
Later, when the apostle Paul was called and commissioned to go to the Gentiles, he also preached first to the descendants of Abraham who were living in the Gentile nations (Acts 13:42-46). When they rejected the gospel, the gift of salvation was offered to the Gentiles, who through repentance and faith in Christ could be “grafted in” to the house of Israel (Acts 13:46-48, Rom. 11:24-25).  Jesus’ final commission to His disciples in Matthew 28:19-20 to go to “all nations” specifically refers to the Gentiles. (The Greek word that is translated “nations” in Matthew 28:19 is the same word that is translated “Gentiles” in Matthew 10:5).
Mr. Armstrong’s misinterpretation of Christ’s commission in Matthew 10 cost him his position with the Salem Conference, which opposed his belief concerning  the “Lost Tribes of Israel.” Mr. Armstrong lost his credentials because he was a man of conviction and refused to compromise his beliefs for the sake of his position and his paycheck. In his final months with the Salem Conference, he urged readers of The Plain Truth to send money to support the Radio Church of God.
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Mr. Armstrong wrote the following regarding church finance in the 1938 May-June issue of The Plain Truth (p. 4): 

HOW THE PLAIN TRUTH IS PUBLISHED. Some ask, “How can you publish a magazine without a subscription price and without advertising?  We have set out to conduct this work GOD’S WAY, and we have faith that way will succeed. We are endeavoring to spread the TRUE GOSPEL, and the Gospel must go FREE! Jesus said “FREELY ye have received, freely GIVE!” The things of God are “without money and without price,” (Isa. 55:1). God’s PLAN for financing His work is thru the TITHES and freewill OFFERINGS of His children. We believe God expects every Christian to take active part in spreading the Gospel to others. And we know of no place where your tithes and offerings can more effectively serve the Lord than in helping publish the PLAIN TRUTH, and to carry on the RADIO CHURCH OF GOD, reaching a hundred thousand souls every week. The PLAIN TRUTH is FREE! You give your offering or tithe as UNTO THE LORD! We receive it FROM the LORD! It does not pay for YOUR subscription—and it is YOUR PART in spreading the true Gospel to OTHERS!  This work is conducted on God’s principle of “GIVE”, not the Gentile principle of “GET.” Every dollar to carry on this great work must come by FAITH. In answer to believing prayer. There is a plenteous harvest, but the laborers are SO few! We ask every believer to PRAY with us, that the Lord will send forth MORE LABORERS into His vineyard, helping with tithes and offerings, that every bill may be paid!

After Mr. Armstrong’s license was revoked by the Salem Conference, he could not afford to publish The Plain Truth for three months (September-November 1938). It was apparently during this time that he did the research for his February 1939 article on church government. Mr. Armstrong writes the following regarding this time in his autobiography:
The “lean years” continued through 1938 and the succeeding decade. It was a constant struggle and hardship. 

By June, 1938—four and a half years after The Plain Truth started as a mimeographed “magazine”—the first two printed editions finally had been produced. Old files, more recently examined, have shown that the May-June, 1938, number was not actually the first, but the second edition to come off a real printing press. And they were only eight-page editions.
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But the expense of producing those two printed issues threw us into a financial hole again. So back to the frail old neostyle we went, hand-producing a combined July-August, 1938, issue, which finally was mailed July 28 that year (Autobiography, Vol. II, pp. 1-2).

Publication of The Plain Truth resumed in December 1938. Mr. Armstrong wrote the following regarding church finance in the December issue (p. 5). 
We are NON-DENOMINATIONAL---utterly INDEPENDENT of men or religious organizations, sects, or denominations [he was no longer associated with the Salem Conference]---and wholly DEPENDENT upon our Father in heaven for guidance, and for every dollar required to carry out this great work of FAITH. Only thus can we be FREE to serve GOD, and preach the WHOLE TRUTH of the Bible. We ask every reader to PRAY EARNESTLY with us that the Lord will send forth more laborers into His vineyard, helping with tithes and offerings that the true Gospel may go to multiplied thousands, and souls may be saved!
Holding to his personal convictions, Mr. Armstrong continued to preach his message to those whom he believed to be the “Lost Tribes of Israel.” (Although he was misguided in his understanding of Christ’s commission, he was correct in his understanding of the biblical holy days as observances for the people of God. This teaching also cost him his position with the Salem Conference.)
Year

1939

In the early months of 1939, publication of The Plain Truth was again threatened by lack of financial support. No issues were published until April.

So it was that on February 4, 1939—five years after the first issue of The Plain Truth—a letter to our few co-workers said: “I will have to tell you that we are VERY SERIOUSLY IN NEED of a new mimeograph machine” (Autobiography, Vol. II, p. 2).
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By April 5, 1939, a letter to co-workers found in an old file says: “At last, after many unavoidable delays, we are sending you The Plain Truth” (Autobiography, Vol. II, p. 3).

During the time that publication of The Plain Truth was interrupted, The Good News Bulletin continued to be published. The first issue of The Good News Bulletin had appeared in February 1935—six months after Mr. Armstrong was credentialed by the Salem Conference. The bulletin was directed to members and coworkers of The Radio Church of God rather than to the general population (The Good News Bulletin was later renamed The Good News Magazine.) It was in this publication that Mr. Armstrong’s revealing article on the biblical form of church government appeared.
Mr. Armstrong wrote the following regarding church organization in the February 1939 issue of The Good News: 

Now, if a church board has no Scriptural authority to act as a treasury to receive and disburse the tithes of the disciples for the whole church—then neither is there any authority for appointing a Controller, or Chief Financial Officer, or Business Manager for the whole church.

We should like to see any text in the New Testament showing that there ever was appointed any BOARD to act as a TREASURY for the tithes of the disciples, and to receive and to disburse the money for the whole Church! We say such a thing is UNSCRIPTURAL, and unless SCRIPTURE can be produced for it, such a practice ought to be discontinued! 

There is not a single HINT in the NEW TESTAMENT of any Church BOARD with authority to rule, to govern, to decide doctrine, or to handle tithes and church finances (the whole church). In a later number we shall devote an article to explaining Acts 15, which certainly sets no such example.

“And he ordained twelve, THAT THEY SHOULD BE WITH HIM, and that he might send them forth to preach, and to have power to heal sicknesses, and to cast out devils.”  (Mark 3:14).
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Not that they should rule the spiritual affairs of an organization. Jesus ordained the twelve in order `that they should BE WITH HIM!'

“Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them power and Authority” -- for what? To GOVERN? To RULE the Church? Notice carefully! Let us have a BIBLE REASON for all we accept and do! ... “and gave them power  and authority over all devils, and to cure diseases, and he SENT 
THEM to” -- sent them to WHAT? To rule and govern? To have supervision over the spiritual affairs of an organization? Notice it, IN THE BIBLE! ... “He sent them to preach the kingdom of God, and to heal the sick.” [Luke 9:1-2]
The influence of his experience with the Salem Conference is evident in this 1939 article, which condemns the very organization that he had chosen to join in 1934. At this point in his life, he clearly saw the disparity between the New Testament examples and the hierarchical structure of today’s churches. The following statements in his article attest to his understanding of the role of the original apostles and all who have been commissioned by Jesus Christ.
The word apostle means one sent. The definition in Cruden's Concordance is “One sent forth. Used as referring (1) chiefly to one of the 12 disciples of Christ; or (2) to any of various other followers of Christ who did evangelistic work.”

An apostle does not mean one IN authority, but one UNDER authority--one SENT by the authority of another! The only power and authority Jesus ever gave even his original twelve was to heal the sick, and cast out demons. And he SENT them, not to rule, but to PREACH -- not to BEAR authority, but to MINISTER, to serve!
Nowhere in the Scripture do we find the slightest hint that the twelve constituted a higher-up church board, and nowhere were they ever given power to rule, or govern, or decide what doctrines the other disciples must believe.
Those who are IN, and MEMBERS of such an organized church government, submitting to doctrines declared by unscriptural boards as a  fellowship test, are IN BABYLON, and actually worshippers of the IMAGE OF THE BEAST! and God is calling us, HIS people OUT of BABYLON today, before it is too late -- before the PLAGUES fall!
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True, Jesus did call out TWELVE disciples, who afterward were called  apostles. But WHERE in the Scripture are they called THE BOARD OF THE TWELVE -- a term we hear freely used today, under claim of having "the BIBLE form of organization"? [This was a direct reference to the Salem Conference.]
WHERE do we read of one of them being appointed as the CHAIRMAN OF THE TWELVE or another as the SECRETARY OF THE TWELVE?  Is this Biblical and Scriptural? If so, where is the text? 

The business for which the seven [of Acts 6] were appointed had nothing whatsoever to do with receiving and disbursing tithes for the ministry and preaching the Word!

Jesus never organized, or re-organized his Church! There is NO SCRIPTURE for it!

Were they [speaking again of the seven of Acts 6] set up as a FINANCIAL BOARD? Were they appointed to receive and handle the TITHES of the whole world-wide Church? Did they ever supervise the financial affairs of the ministry, hiring and firing ministers, and paying them their salaries, or allowances? Were they set over “THAT” business?

First, did Christ ever set up an ORGANIZATION, with its boards of HEAD MEN, with authority to govern over the spiritual affairs, or the FINANCIAL AFFAIRS of the Church? 
These statements reflect Mr. Armstrong’s new understanding of “the Bible form of organization.” At this point in his life, having come to see the true teaching of the Bible concerning the church that Jesus founded, he now denounced as unscriptural the hierarchical organization of the Salem Conference.
Mr. Armstrong also wrote the following regarding the definition of the church in the February 1939 issue of The Good News:
Just what is the Church?  
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Is it an ORGANIZATION, or a spiritual ORGANISM, composed of those saints whose names are written in heaven, and who have and are led by, the Holy Spirit.

Jesus never set up an organization, nor did he establish any church GOVERNMENT. He did not RE-ORGANIZE the Church!

The New Testament Church is not a kingdom -- not a church government --but an assembly of individuals CALLED OUT -- Spirit-filled individuals, and therefore a SPIRITUAL ORGANISM, not an organization.

The CHURCH is the collective body of individual saints who are sanctified and CLEANSED by Christ! Let us stop speaking of some organization as the Church, or our Church.

Instead, he came calling INDIVIDUAL disciples out from among the church organizations, sects, and denominations -- out from among the Pharisees, the Sadducees, and the Essenes -- out from among worldly Gentile organizations and contacts -- he called his saints to be SEPARATE -- to COME OUT!

The very word ekklesia from which church is translated, means called-out ones as well as assembly.

It is the true remnant people of God who keep the COMMANDMENTS that the Devil is wroth with today. It is US Satan is seeking to deceive. He will deceive even the very elect IF POSSIBLE. And it is possible if we are careless, and assume things without careful study of all sides and ample PROOF from the Scriptures. We must be continually ON OUR GUARD, never trusting any man, or even a board or group of men, but God alone, thru his Holy Word!
This warning early in his ministry became lost in the shuffle as the followers of Herbert Armstrong grew in number. Mr. Armstrong himself allowed others to exalt him as “God’s chosen apostle,” and in later years he exercised absolute authority over the local churches that had sprung up as a result of his broadcast. This centralized control was contrary to his express statements regarding church organization in the 1939 February issue of The Good News:
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The OBJECT of the Church is not to build up an organization, or a movement. Let us see this great purpose clearly.
But let us drop all effort to BUILD UP A MOVEMENT or AN ORGANIZATION.

Let us quit working FOR organizations, and work FOR THE LORD -- and the salvation of souls!

All authority and power to rule is limited solely to each LOCAL congregation. But there is NO BIBLE AUTHORITY for any super-government, or organization with authority over the local congregations!
Our fellowship is first with God, and with Christ -- then with each other, in LOVE! The saints, as far as they know one another are not to forsake assembling together for their mutual edification. For this purpose, -- and that all things may be done decently and in order -- the Scriptures give us instructions for ordaining local elders and deacons, in every city--every local congregation, or Church. But there is no super-organization over and above local congregations IN THE NEW TESTAMENT! Any such `plant' is certain to be ROOTED UP!

Brethren, let us have the kind of co-operative FELLOWSHIP, based on LOVE, that was practiced by the early saints, as recorded in the book of Acts. Let us work together, in unselfish effort to GIVE of the Gospel truth to the world—to GIVE of the waters of life to as many precious souls as we can reach—to GIVE out the last warning message with great POWER!
Mr. Armstrong wrote the following regarding the mission of the church in the 1939 February issue of The Good News:
But, after proclaiming that gospel MESSAGE to the world of that day -- after the Church had grown and multiplied in number and power, the headquarters Church at Jerusalem fled in the face of advancing Roman armies shortly before A.D. 70, became scattered, and under persecution -- and because of discouragement because Christ had not yet returned in power and glory -- the Church WENT TO SLEEP ON THE JOB of proclaiming Christ's true gospel message!
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We are in a spiritual WAR -- on the firing line with CHRIST as our general -- firing spiritual bombs of GOD'S TRUTH -- the message of Christ's own GOSPEL -- to make this whole world CONSCIOUS of the GOOD NEWS of Christ's soon coming and his KINGDOM, to rule the happy, peaceful WORLD TOMORROW! There can be no letting down -- no slacking -- no quitting in this war! (“Are You Being Tested on this Point?”, The Good News of the Kingdom, Vol. 5, Number 1, February 1939).
In this article, Mr. Armstrong expressed his belief that the gospel had not been preached for many centuries. At that time he apparently had no knowledge of the many Christian movements that had taken place since the time of the apostles. Later, he published a booklet titled “A True History of the True Church,” which recounts the work of Peter Waldo and other dedicated servants of Christ who preached the truth of the Bible in decades past, some of whom were martyred for their faith. 
Herbert W. Armstrong was a fervent crusader for the gospel of Jesus Christ. He was convinced that world events of his time would culminate with the return of Christ. His zeal, though misguided in some respects, was not wasted as multiple thousands were enlightened to the truths of God’s Word through his preaching and were baptized into the body of Christ. 

Many have since departed from the truths that they had embraced, as illustrated in the Parable of the Sower, but others have held fast to the teachings of Jesus Christ and are continuing to bring forth the fruits of righteousness.  They are God’s treasure and will receive the fullness of His grace: “Then they that feared [revered] the Lord spake often one to another: and the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before Him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon His name. And they shall be Mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up My jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him” (Mal. 3:16-17).
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E-mail Requirements Policy

Please note the following guidelines for e-mail correspondence:

I will not respond to e-mails that are ad hominem, propagandistic or diatribes. 

The term ad hominem includes e-mails that appeal to prejudice and emotion rather than reason.  This approach typically attacks the character and motives of a writer rather than logically presenting a view either pro or con.  

The term “propagandistic” refers to the promotion of ideas, doctrines or practices without discussing their merits. 

The term “diatribe” refers to bitter, abusive criticisms or denunciations of a person’s or group’s position.

I will respond to e-mail requests for clarification or documentation of statements I have made.  I will also respond to e-mails that call my attention to additional reference material on a subject I have discussed, as well as requests for back issues of the Report, requests that others be placed on the mailing list, or requests to be taken off the mailing list.  
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Phone Policy

I do not have an office phone. Phone calls interrupt my research and cause loss of focus.  I spend valuable time trying to retrace my steps and pick up where I left off when I am interrupted in the middle of tracking down information. Due to differences in time zones, phone calls also may come too early in the morning, too late in the day or during a meal time. For all these reasons, I cannot accept phone calls.

If you have questions or comments, please e-mail them to me.  E-mails do not interrupt my work, meals or sleep time, and I can respond to them at a convenient time during the day. 
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Policy for Submitting Written Material

If you wish to submit material for my review, first examine the copy for content. Are your statements clearly phrased and of sound logic? Are they relevant to the subject? Is there an objective approach or simply opinions moved by emotional factors? After checking for content, please proofread the copy for spelling, capitalization and punctuation. I cannot afford to spend time reviewing material that does not meet the standards for proper use of the English language.

All written material must be submitted in Microsoft Word. Type font should be Times New Roman.  Type size should be a minimum of 14 points. Please keep bolding, italicizing, underlining, all caps and the use of exclamation points to a minimum. It is far better to make your argument with sound logic, clear writing, coherent organization, lucid expression, and the use of the right word in the right place.  Do not send any material immediately after it has been written. Let your material sit for a few days and then give it a thorough review, challenging your own logic and conclusions to the best of your ability.  If need be, have others who are competent in grammar, writing, proofreading or editing review your material. Releasing material with misspelled words shows a lack of careful thought and effort. Please also include electronic copy with all material that you send. I will review material that meets the above standards.  Allow 6-8 weeks for a response.
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